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FROM THE EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the 2016-17 Premier Cricket Season and to Vol 23 of our Association Newsletter.  Some 
time ago most readers would have received an invitation from our Secretary to submit accounts of 
your recent holidays, with the aim of sharing these with other readers of this most popular medium.  
My sincere thanks to the Holts, the Kellys and the Pattersons for responding to this invitation, so 
that, together with a holiday account from Jill and me, I am able to bring you a “bumper” Holiday 
Issue to get Vol 23 underway.   

The regular columns from our President and Umpiring Manager continue and we particularly 
welcome the 10 new Panel Members and the new Match Officials Manager, as announced in the 
Umpiring Manager’s column. 

A casual question which went something like, “How did the fielding positions on a cricket field get 
their names” at a party earlier this year, from a person with an interest in our great game, to some 
umpires who were present, prompted me to promise the enquirer that in the first issue of our 
Association Newsletter for the following season, we should address this question, given that at the 
time, the umpires present could not give the enquirer a positive answer.  The enquirer will certainly 
receive a complimentary copy of this issue of Law 43 but I trust you all enjoy reading the article 
entitled “The Origins of Cricket Fielding Positions.” 

As readers were reminded throughout the issues of Vol 22, the next Easter Exchange, involving the 
Crockett Shield Match will occur over Easter 2017.   So with this in mind, I shall continue the column 
“Planning for the 2017 Crockett Shield – The Mission Continues” and under this heading in this 
issue, I have given you a report on the joint VCAUSA/SACUSA Planning Meeting which took place 
in Penola over the Queen’s Birthday weekend in June.  I should welcome input to this column by 
any reader.  Maybe participants in Easter Exchanges from years past, might like to “put pen to 
paper” or “fingers to the keyboard” and produce an article about your own experiences in this great 
exchange event, so that newer members might share these experiences. 

Thanks again to Alan McCarthy for the “Macca’s Book Review” column which we shall again 
maintain throughout this volume.  Clearly “Lillee” by the great man himself, would be an excellent 
read if you have not read the book already.  But as I have written last season, it would be excellent 
to see others contributing to this column based on your own reading, not necessarily of cricket books 
but of any books which might be of interest. 

Finally, as I have suggested in the past, there must be many incidents which occur in Premier Cricket 
Matches in which you officiate, which would be worthwhile sharing with others.  So why not submit 
reports on these incidents either directly to me (trevorf@unimelb.edu.au) or to our Secretary.  
Contact details for our Secretary are to be found on page 3.   

Trevor Finlayson 

 

mailto:trevorf@unimelb.edu.au
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… AND THE PRESIDENT – PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS 

 

 

Welcome to the season and congratulations to our new panel members on their 
appointments.   

At our recent Annual General Meeting at Cricket Victoria on Tuesday, 16th 
August past president Phil Shanahan received a well-deserved life 
membership of the VCAUSA.  Phil’s contribution over many years helped the 
association to maintain its independence and to provide a voice for umpires 
and scorers. 

I am pleased to advise that all of the executive members of the VCAUSA renominated and were 
duly re-elected to their positions.  Gerry Schembri continues as Vice-President and Social Event 
Convenor.  Dan Bomford will again perform the role of Secretary and Trevor Finlayson remains 
Treasurer.  The VCAUSA is indebted to our Committee of Management members who have also 
renominated - John Collins, Tony Ventura, Luke Edwards, John Richards, Rob Sturgeon and Glenn 
Schache.  Unfortunately, our Scorer member, Kaitlyn Abrahall, (Essendon CC) had to resign at the 
end of the season due to a work transfer to East Gippsland.  The VCAUSA thanks Kaitlyn for her 
commitment to the VCAUSA and particularly for furthering the interests of scorers.  We are currently 
scouting for a new scorer representative.  

We look forward to our Melbourne Cup Day barbecue at the Carlton Cricket Club on Tuesday, 1st 
November.  It is a great day and a good way to meet other members and their families.  John Collins 
cooks a terrific “barbie” and Trevor Finlayson impersonates an honest bookmaker.  This year we will 
run some games for the kids and plot our return to South Australia at Easter 2017 to retain the 
Crockett Shield and win back the Butler Trophy.  Look out for our social cricket match dates and the 
training details for selection of the Crockett Shield team. 

The next meeting of the Committee of Management meeting is on Tuesday, 4th October at 7 pm at 
my home.  Any member is welcome to attend.  Just contact Secretary, Dan Bomford, and let him 
know you are coming.  

General Sir Peter de la Billiere, in his book Supreme Courage on the history of the Victoria Cross, 
refers to moral courage and his comments seem pertinent to umpires.  The General says, “…moral 
courage is an indispensable part of (cricket umpiring), an (umpire) needs it to enforce unpopular 
decisions.”  For example - the batsman is on 99, everybody – including the opposition, will be happy 
to applaud his century, but when he gets hit on the pads in front of middle stump and the bowler 
appeals apologetically, the umpire has no choice but to put the finger up and ruin the occasion.  
That is moral courage.   

Alan McCarthy 

------------------------------------------------------ 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It only seems like yesterday that Pete Dickson scored a double century in Fitzroy Doncaster’s 
emphatic win over Ringwood.  Well the last several months have flown by. 

The winter classes came and went in May and June with 74 participants attending.  This was the 
first year that it was not compulsory for the CV panel to attend.  I sincerely hope you enjoyed the 
year off.  Next year will be somewhat different as there will be changes to the Laws of Cricket so the 
expectation will be that you attend and complete the exam.  How extensive the changes are I do not 
know.  They will of course be sent to us by the MCC in plenty of time for us to digest them and begin 
our training (sarcasm is dripping). 

We welcome ten new members to our panel and they are:  

Will Downey 

Nick Frampton 

Chris  Grant 

Andrew Hind 

Dario Licheni 

Mark Malmberg 

Rajesh Mohanty 

Sydney Sykstus 

Mattis van Eck 

Paul Welbourn 

We also welcome Alan Hale to the CV Umpiring Department.  Alan has the grand title of Match 
Officials Administrator.  Alan will be working three days a week for the Cricket season.  His job 
entails being the first point of contact for the CV panel in regards to any administration matters i.e., 
pays, changes of address and amendments to availability.  He will also take charge of the CA 
accreditation program.  Alan joins us from Point Cook Secondary College where he has worked as 
an Administrator.  On top of this, Alan also administrates the Mid-Year Cricket Association as well 
as being involved with the Grand United Cricket Club.  He does support Collingwood and Liverpool 
which is something I will have to deal with. 

Last season was a very busy one (I will not be going away this year) and I certainly did not complete 
enough video analysis.  I will be resuming Silicon Coach videos for all panel members.  Details 
around how this will occur will be forwarded to you in due course. 

Meetings 

As the re-development of Junction Oval has begun we will obviously not be holding our meetings 
there.  Sourcing a meeting venue which holds over 100 people and not costing the earth has been 
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problematical.  Mohan Nair has done some leg work for us and has been able to gain the services 
of La Trobe University in Bundoora.  I know this may cause some difficulties in travelling for some 
but it may only be for this year.  Accordingly, l only plan on having three meetings (not including the 
finals meeting) for the year.  These will be in November, December and February.  Dates for these 
meetings will be forwarded to you as soon as locked in. 

Training 

I should like to give you all the opportunity to attend training sessions at Premier Clubs during the 
season.  I have spoken to all of the Premier coaches and most of them have expressed a desire for 
umpires to attend.  I plan on holding regular sessions at clubs during the year and if you wish to join 
me at a particular club then please do so.  A timetable will be sent out on a regular basis.  I should 
like to keep the numbers to a maximum of five so as not go inundate the clubs. 

Appointments 

Women’s cricket, you may have noticed, has two new teams and a different format this year.  We 
have Women’s Premier 1, Women’s Premier 2 and now Women’s Premier 1 Reserves.  There is 
one extra game to be played each week.  To complement the ever-increasing professionalism and 
standing of Women’s cricket, the 1st XI matches will be officiated by both 1st and 2nd XI umpires.  

We shall again be supplying umpires to the AGS.  $180 per game and the best lunches you will ever 
receive at a cricket match.  From those who did these matches last year, I only received positive 
feedback. 

I have also informed you recently of the new competition in Southern Bayside.  We shall be supplying 
umpires to this competition when we are able to.  They will be playing our playing conditions with a 
couple of small differences.  So even though we have extra panel members this season, it will be 
rare for you not to officiate.  There will be, though, standby umpires (4) appointed for each weekend 
where possible.  Appointments will be completed approximately two weeks before the round.  
Remember, for those who camp on My Cricket, these appointments are not set in stone until you 
receive the email from Alan. 

Pathways 

Pathways again this year will stretch the CV panel to its maximum.  There are approximately 360 
appointments that are to be made over the Pathways competition.  On two days there is a 
requirement to place 48 umpires on to the park.  There is a core group of panel members who 
participate in Pathways every year and I thank them for that.  However, if every panel member could 
give one or two days to umpire, then that would be greatly appreciated.  

Pathways availabilities can be entered into My Cricket as per normal processes when they are 
placed on system.  For the newer members, this is a great opportunity for you to stand with a Senior 
Umpire. 

I look forward to working with you all over the season and look forward to assisting you with your 
umpiring goals. 

Richard Patterson 

---------------------------------------------------- 
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THE ORIGINS OF CRICKET FIELDING POSITIONS 

 

In March, 2016, I was invited to a significant birthday 
celebration for an umpiring colleague, who, for the 
purposes of this article, will remain anonymous.  Not 
surprisingly, the celebration was attended by a number 
of umpires.  During the evening, another invited guest 
who is not a cricket umpire but who, nevertheless, is a 
most interested cricket supporter, approached a group 
of umpires - a “gaggle” is the collective noun, I believe - 
and put the question as to the origin of the rather quaint 
names for the various fielding positions on a cricket field, 
which one hears when listening to the description of a 
cricket match on the radio, for example.  Again, perhaps 
not surprisingly, the enquirer did not receive a 
satisfactory answer to his question from amongst the 
“gaggle” so I promised him that I should do some 

research [1] and in the first issue of our Association Newsletter for the following season, we should 
publish an appropriate article to answer the question. 

The “on” and “off” side of fielding:  not to be confused with a switch, and not applicable in case 
of a switch hit either. This is the gospel on which further discussions will be based. The etymology 
of the “off-side” and “on-side” in cricket goes back to the 19th century, when transport was done via 
carriages and not motor vehicles.  This was brought into the cricket field, for reasons not entirely 
clear.  It actually began as “off-side” and “near-side”, rather than the more popular term “leg-side” 
that is in use today.  The “off-side” was the opposite side to where the rider would walk or mount, 
the leg-side or “near-side” being the other side. This way, the field was divided into two 
halves – when you play away from your legs, it is the “off-side”, and if it is nearer to the legs, the 
“leg-side.” 

Fielding positions 
Slips:  one of the more logical names on the cricket field.  This probably began when the captains 
started asking their fielders to stand next to the keeper to take advantage of any “slip” (read 
“mistake”) from the batsman.  In due course, the term was coined on the basis of its literal meaning. 
Point:  The term “point” was coined from the phrase “near the point (direction of the face) of the 
bat.”  This is a clear indicator of the fact that the “point” in early days was a more close-in position 
than the one we are used to seeing today, at the edge of the circle. 
Gully:  This stems from the literal meaning of the word “gully”, which is “a narrow channel.”  The 
slips and the point were close catching positions but soon the captains realized that the ball 
often passed through the gap between these fieldsmen.  To plug this “gap” or “gully”, they employed 
another fieldsman in that area. 
Third Man:  It is important to understand here that the “gully” and “third man” are contemporary 
positions; each came about with no knowledge of the other existing.  With the “slip” and “point” 
patrolling the off-side behind the square, for the same reason as mentioned above, i.e., to stem the 
gap between them, a “third” fielder was employed (traditionally closer than what we have come to 
terms with).  This fielder soon came to be known as the “third man.”  Ironically, the language of 
cricket has not yet become inclusive, and this fielding position persists even in women’s cricket! 

 

http://static.sportskeeda.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/cricketfieldingpositions-1431554442.jpg
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Covers:  There are two theories to this position; the first claims that the fielder is stationed where 
traditionally the pitch covers were kept post-play, when not in use.  So the captain instructed his 
fielders to stand near the “covers”, leading to its modern nomenclature.  The other theory, in line 
with the earlier origins, claims that the “covers” was a fieldsman who covered the “point” and “middle 
wicket.” 
Some other positions which need little explanation are as follows: 
Long/Deep-X (as in “Long Stop”, “Deep Backward Point”, etc.:  farther away from the batsman 
Short-X (as in “Short Third Man”, etc.:  near (short distance from) the batsman 
Silly-X (as in “Silly Point”, etc.:  so close to the batsman, it is “silly” or “imprudent” to be standing 
there 
Mid-on and Mid-off:  There is general misconception that these terms refer to the “middle-ness” of 
the position, i.e., they are not too far away from the batsman, nor too close.  However, this is far 
from the truth.  The terms “mid-on” and “mid-off” stem from the terms “middle wicket 
off” and “middle wicket on” in relation to the “off” or “on” side of the wicket.  The “middle wicket” was 
a player stationed on the off-side between extra cover and the bowler.  Soon, the occasional need 
for the same fielder on the leg side came up, and to differentiate between the terms, they were 
suffixed with “on” and “off.” 
The terms “long-on” and “long-off” were analogous to mid-on and mid-off, but farther away from 
the batsman and nearer to the boundary. 
Mid-wicket:  This term has a peculiar history.  Though a traditionally used term, it received its 
current meaning somewhere in the 1930s.  Prior to that, it was simply another name for “middle-
wicket off”, the more commonly used fielding position of the two. 
Fine-leg and Square-leg:  The term “fine” means “straight”, i.e., nearer to the line that can be drawn 
between the stumps of the striker’s and non-striker’s ends.  The term “square” means nearer to the 
line of the batting crease.  In simple terms, if a player is standing near the “square-leg umpire”, he 
is in a “square” position and if he moves towards “fine-leg”, he is becoming “finer.” 
The terms “fine-leg” and “square-leg” (and hence “deep fine-leg” or “deep square-leg”) are now easy 
to understand; if a batsman hits the ball bowled nearer to his leg “square” on the “on-side”, it would 
be fielded by the “square-leg” position, if his hit is finer, it would go towards the direction of “fine-
leg”, and if hit farther into the outfield it would be to “deep square-leg” or “deep fine-leg”, as the case 
may be. 
Perhaps the interested reader might like to explain how to “bowl a maiden over in slips!” 

[1]   www.sportskeeda.com/cricket/origins-field-placements-cricket  

Ed. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

 

http://www.sportskeeda.com/cricket/origins-field-placements-cricket
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THE HOLTS’ AND THE KELLYS’ 2016 HOLIDAY 

Leaving on 18th April and returning on 23rd June was a superb effort by the four of us as we travelled 
around the American Continent - 23 flights ranging in time of one to 16 hrs in duration, with many 
just short stop-overs for another flight, while naturally the longer ones were to get us to and from 
Australia. Our trip covered 12 different countries. 

We arrived in Fort Lauderdale on the American 
east coast.  We spent four nights here walking 
along the sandy beaches, riding in the everglades 
and literally relaxing as we prepared to board the 
Island Princess for a 14-day cruise through the 
Panama Canal.  This started off really well as we 
cruised south to the South American continent, 
visiting Aruba and Cartagena Columbia before 

reaching the canal.  This crossing being the 
highlight of the cruise, was completed easily in 
one day as we arrived in the Gatum locks (almost 
scraping the sides as we entered on the Atlantic 
side) then the movement of the water to lift the 

ship up to the next level, 85 ft in three locks 
taking about 100 minutes, then sailed through 
the canal and returned to sea level on the 
Pacific side, again using three locks.  Most 
people are amazed to find that the canal is 
traversed in a North/South direction, not the 
East/West direction 
as first thought. 

We then stopped off 
in Puntarenas in 
Costa Rica and 

Cabo San Lucas in Mexico on day excursions as we travelled back up 
to Los Angeles for disembarkation.  Ask Darrell about the new Aussie 
language we taught the bar waiter whilst on board. 

We then found our way to our accommodation in Hollywood for the next 
four days, and we walked around Hollywood, Universal studios, 
Hollywood cemetery, (Maxwell Smart is buried here) and along the 
beaches at Santa Monica Pier and Venice Beach with some very 
interesting sights seen here. 
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It was then into full tourist mode as we caught our flight to 
Quito in Ecuador for a couple of days exploration.  We stood 
with one foot on each side of the equator for the obligatory 
photo.  Then one of the many highlights for me – Galapagos 
Islands (1000 km off the mainland).  Here we spent four 
nights on a boat (only 15 passengers) floating around the 
numerous islands, visiting some for walks to view the Water 
& Land Iguana, Giant Turtles, Blue-footed Boobies, Red-
footed Boobies and the abundant variety of birds, including 
the Albatross with its 3.5 m wing span.  We snorkeled around 
the islands among the sharks, dolphins and seals, with the 
two that stood out for me being the swimming among the 140 
dolphins as they swam underneath us, jumped over the top 
of us, and generally just played with us as we swam around 
in the ocean.  What an experience!  The other was as we 
snorkeled along the rocky shoreline to be confronted by 
several massive sea turtles swimming around in the ocean.  
These massive creatures had shells on their backs about 1.7 
m across, but were so graceful in the water. 

Our flight to Lima in Peru was a short one (1.5 hrs) but we enjoyed the difference in culture here, 
with the Peruvians being more religious and colourful in their everyday life.  On our way to Machu 
Picchu, we stayed in the Sacred Valley in a place called Yucay on the Urubamba River (which flows 
into the mighty Amazon).  This town at the foot of the Andes was at an elevation of 2,400 m, so we 
had to acclimatise to the higher altitude, being so far above sea level.  Ollantaytambo was one such 
place, where the ruins are at 2,800 m and was the 
way through the valley to the famous village.  
Chinchero (3,800 m) was another place where 
many foods were cultivated, and Alpacas live. 

We eventually got the train (no four-day walk for 
us softies) to the base of the mountain where 
Machu Picchu is built, then a 30 min bus drive up 
the dirt, hairpin-riddled track to the drop-off point.  
What an amazing place this turned out to be, 
sitting on the top of a mountain with a drop of 
about 1,000 m on three sides.  We thoroughly 
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enjoyed the time spent here, so much that we 
decided to get up the following morning, get the first 
bus up (05:30) then walk to the “Sun Gate” for the 
view with the first rays of sunshine coming through 
the gate to reach the Temple.  Unfortunately, even 
after arriving at 05:00 we were 500 m along the line 
(everyone and their dog had the same idea).  Not to 
be daunted, we still walked up the trail (in full 
sunlight) to get this great view.  It was really well 
worth the effort. The height of Machu Picchu is only 
2,800 m.   

The train ride back to Cusco took about four hrs, so 
we arrived after dark, but were taken to our hotel with 
our bags already in our rooms.  Visiting the ruins 

around the Cusco area (the Capital of the Incan era) was spectacular, with so many different types 
of ruins.  The Spanish caused a lot of damage here when they invaded, but the Peruvians were 
cunning as they hid entire temples underground.  Sacsaywumaan was especially good as we learnt 
the intricacies of the Incan method of building their Temples and other buildings.  A relaxing four 
days were spent here, with only small amounts of sightseeing taken in.  Cusco is at 3,800 m.  Altitude 
sickness can be a problem for some! 

A 10 hr train trip up the Andes to the small town 
of Puno to see “Lake Titicaca” was a must for all 
who enjoy travelling the outdoors.  The train 
ascended to La Raya at 4,319 m before coming 
back down to the Highest Fresh Water Lake in 
the World (3,800 m).  This lake is enormous as it 
borders on three countries, but also has 
hundreds of islands in it.  We boated out to one 
of these for lunch, and from on top, we could see 
the snow-covered mountains of Columbia and 
Ecuador in the distance.  We also had a stop at 
the Uros islands, where the people live and work.  
The islands are made from the Tortora Reed, as 
are the buildings, walls, roof, floor, etc.  They 
even have solar panels these days for power.  

The people have lived like this for more than 500 years.  The islands have to be rebuilt about every 
10 years as they disintegrate with the continuously moving water. 

We flew across South America to Iguassu Falls 
on the Brazilian side, where we stayed in the 
hotel with the best views of the falls.  With so 
many falls to be seen in such a small area, we 
were spellbound by the beauty especially from 
the helicopter.  We also went to the Argentinean 
side for the views from in the boat and on the 
walkways.  This is a really spectacular place to 
visit, with such power in the 170 different falls, 
and the awe of the cascading water of the river.  
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In Buenos Aires, Argentina, we had another four 
days visiting the wonderful tourist places of this 
capital city.  The Tango show was great, with the 
ambience of the room as if we were in the 1920s 
– 1950s.  We also visited Mayo Square in front of 
the Palace where Eva Perón waved from the 
balcony and visited her very famous tomb in the 
cemetery.  We went to the Opera House and the 
famous Grand Café Tortini coffee shop, which 
was also interesting with all the celebrities’ 
pictures on the walls. 

We then flew to Rio de Janeiro to be met by a Brazilian boy, Armando and his wife, Glauce, who 
lived with Sandra and Eric back in 1995 as an exchange student.  They proceeded to take us to as 
many places as possible to see the sights of Rio as they prepared for the Olympic Games (August).   
What a great city, with the high mountains on the coastline and the city wending its way along the 
valley floors.  We at no time felt uncomfortable while walking and driving the many places in this city 
but we did not venture into the Favelas (slums).  The Copacabana Beach was beautiful, even though 
the ocean was far too rough to swim in (at the time) but it was magic to walk along the beach.  Christ 
the Redeemer and Sugar Loaf Mountain were fantastic. 

We also went sailing along the coastline from 
Paraty, and off to some hidden villages (staying 
for a few nights) off the tourist trail, before flying to 
the centre of the country to Goiania where 
Armando lives.  Here we were taken to several 
different places of interest in the surrounding 
areas.  We also drove two hrs to the Capital of 
Brazil, Brasilia, which was built specifically with 
the government buildings, museums, etc., in one 
area, and the housing and retail areas in another 
area.  It has a lake (just like Burley Griffin in 
Canberra) with walking tracks and restaurants all 
around. 

Unfortunately we found out upon our return, that the 
following day there was to be a cricket match played 
in Brasilia - shit happens! 

We also went to Darrell’s first ever soccer match 
while in Goiania, and were lucky enough to have a 
couple of goals scored, and very lively banter from 
the crowd.  Armando said that it was not for 
publication! 

What a trip this was for almost 10 weeks of fun 
friendship and a marvelous time, seeing places that 
we had only read about. 

Darrell & Heather Holt, Sandra & Eric Kelly 
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THE PATTERSONS IN THE U.S. 

On 7th December I said “cya” to my boss and that I would see him in five weeks. The reply was not 
what I expected. I thought “have a good time” would come from Graffy’s mouth. What I did get was 
“What do you mean see you in five weeks, did I approve that much leave?” Yes boss you did. So 
the next day our QANTAS flight took off for the 14-hour flight to Los Angeles. After four movies and 
three television series along with about four hours sleep, we arrived in LA. We had made it to the 
USA. 

Once we had cleared Customs and Homeland Security, we collected our bags and had a two-hour 
wait for a flight to San Francisco.  We stayed in San Fran (as my wife calls it) for four nights. Highlight 
of the trip for me was a visit to Muirs Wood on Day 1 to see the giant Redwood trees. I could have 
gone home after that as viewing the Redwood trees was the main thing I wanted to see on the trip. 

We had a trip to an island in the middle of the bay 
which legend has it no-one had ever escaped 
from. Alcatraz. Not as scary as Port Arthur but I 
am glad I was never an inmate. You grow up 
listening and watching stories about characters 
like “The Birdman from Alcatraz” only to find out 
the actual truth is so far away from the actual truth 
it is no wonder they call it fiction. 

Cable cars and shopping our stay in San Fran 
before we headed back to LA. 

Hollywood was where we camped for the next four 
days. The whole of Hollywood Blvd was closed for 
the Star Wars Premiere. Lots of Darth Vaders, 
C2PO’s and Princess Leias were all around us for 
the time we were there. Universal studios was the 
go-to place. We spent a whole day there wandering 
around this theme park. Met up with my heroes 
Homer and Bart Simpson, but I was desperately 
disappointed when I found out that the Ferrari from 
the Magnum PI TV series actually had a Volkswagon engine in it. 

Our next three days were spent at the happiest place on earth. Disneyland. Mickey, Minnie, Donald, 
Goofy and Pluto were all there to meet us as we went through all the familiar bag checks and metal 
detectors. Gut wrenching roller coasters and water rides were undertaken over two days. I have 
never ridden on more rides that I did at Disneyland but you do have to get your monies worth. 

From Anaheim it was a four hour bus trip to Las Vegas. If you were the Devil then you would think 
you were in heaven. Scantilly clad showgirls were all over the streets and Casinos. I of course 
averted my eyes. I did notice that Mickey Mouse actually smokes. Bad impression for kids. 
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I may have mentioned earlier that my highlight of our 
holiday up to this date was the Redwood trees. Well that 
changed when we helicoptered into the Grand Canyon. 
Grand is an understatement. The flight took us across the 
Hoover Dam and we landed right next to the Colorado 
River. Spending two hours in the canyon became the 
highlight of 
our holiday. 

We left Las 
Vegas after 
three nights 
and travelled 

to New York on an overnight flight. 

WOW what a place. A city of 14million people crammed 
into five boroughs. Well 14million the authorities have 
counted. They must use the ABS as their census 
counter. We of course were there to experience a White 
Christmas and a New York New Years Eve. The White 
Xmas did not happen. It was the hottest Xmas for some 30 years. 20 degrees. We enjoyed a 
magnificent lunch at Rockefeller Centre whilst watching punters spend A$300 to go ice skating. We 

just ate our lunch. We did several tours around The Big 
Apple. The Museum of Modern Art where apparently 
Kikkoman Soy Sauce is art???????? Ferry ride around 
the island of Manhattan. Travelling along the Hudson 
River where we passed the Statue of Liberty and Ellis 
Island. Around the bottom of New York near the new 
World Trade Centre and then back up the East River. 
Travelling along the East River takes you under all the 
bridges, Brooklyn,  Manhattan, Williamsburg & 
Queenboro just to name a few. We walked around 
Central Park, twice.  It is a very, very big park.  Heaps 
of touters in the park wanting you to go on Rickshaws 
or Horse 

drawn carriages. Not a bad way to get around the park, 
but at $45 for 15 minutes - we took Shank’s pony. 

The Subway is an interesting experience. It cost $2.75 
to travel on, even if you go one station or twenty 
stations. Once you realise that the trains either travel 
uptown or downtown and east to west then you have it 
covered. Our first trip on the subway was downtown to 
the World Trade Centre and the 9/11 memorial. If you 
ever go to New York and only do one thing, then the 
9/11 Memorial Museum is the thing. On the outside are 
the Memorial pools at the sites of both of the towers. 
The names of every person killed after the attacks are recorded in these pools. The actual museum 
is underground. Inside this museum are the actual fire trucks crushed by the falling towers and 
memorabilia of Fire Fighters, Police Officers and other Emergency Workers who were either killed 
or badly injured. Part of the exhibition is a film where loved ones talk about their relatives who were 
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killed. Very emotional. It is a testament to how man can be so cruel to one another on the one hand 
but how they can also be so kind on the other. 

While we were in New York we caught up with 
Mick Nolan and his family for dinner. We had 
dinner in what I feel was the typical New York 
Italian Restaurant. 

A day tour to Washington DC was next on the list. 
An early morning train from Penn Station took 
three hours to travel to DC. We only spent about 
five hours in the Nation’s Capital. Enough time to 
see Lincolns Memorial, the Smithsonian 
American History Museum and a photo 
opportunity outside of the White House.  

After 11 days in New York we headed north to 
Toronto. I have experienced extremely warm 

conditions whilst umpiring in summer. I have never 
experienced cold weather. We visited Niagara Falls 
when the top temperature was -15 degrees. I have 
never been so cold, but the view of the falls in the 
snow was magical. 

Our last stop on our North American tour was the 
beautiful city of Vancouver. If I could choose 
anywhere in the world to live, I think I would choose 
Vancouver. Surrounded by mountains and rivers this 
is possibly the most picturesque city I have ever 
visited. 

We 
spent 

our time walking around the city and visiting the local 
aquarium where we saw some very playful otters and a 
Beluga Whale. 

On 8th January we boarded our Air New Zealand flight 
to Auckland and then on to Melbourne. Our trip was a 
fantastic experience which will never be forgotten. We 
are now planning our next visit to the USA. This time it 
will not be during the cricket season. 

 

Richard, Leanne and Jessica Patterson 

----------------------------------------------------- 
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OUR LONG-AWAITED TRIP TO CANADA AND ALASKA 

Having heard “rave” reports about the Canadian Rockies and the Inside Passage Cruise along the 
Alaskan Coast from several umpiring colleagues, Jill and I had determined that we should take this 
holiday more than one year ago.  Unfortunately, a minor mishap, delayed our booking with 
Evergreen Tours until late 2015.  So very early on the morning of Monday, 9th May this year, we 
departed our home for the “long haul” from Melbourne to Los Angeles, Los Angeles to Seattle and 
Seattle to Victoria, a most pleasant capital of the Province of British Columbia (BC) on Vancouver 
Island.  It was interesting to be met at Victoria Airport by a very courteous limousine driver who 
informed us that he lived in Finlayson Street, Victoria, named after Robert Finlayson, a Scottish 
immigrant to Canada in the 19th century, who had been a supervisor with the Hudson Bay Trading 
Company.   

Our arrival into Victoria was deliberately one day prior to the commencement 
of the Evergreen Tour and it was pleasing to have the time to acquaint 
ourselves with this beautiful city and to enjoy some of the culinary delights 
Victoria has to offer, particularly along Fishermen’s Wharf.  Another 
fascinating city location was the Sticky Wicket Pub, a very large pub with 
many cricket memorabilia and a fine selection of that essential thirst-

quenching beverage.  This was not the only 
“Watering Hole” in Victoria in which we were pleased 
to be able to quench our thirst, with the one pictured 
at left, located in the old market district, featuring the 
best offerings of beers I have ever seen. 

Our official reception with Tour Director, Jenny 
Zimmer, a Canadian native from Calgary, and the rest 
of our Australian tour group, was a “Welcome Dinner” 
in our hotel on the second evening, with final 
instructions for the days ahead. 

Day 1 featured a visit to the famous Butchart Gardens 
which, in May were between seasons but none-the-

less beautiful and some more 
sightseeing in Victoria prior to 
our early morning departure 
on the coach section of our 
Canadian Tour.  We have 
always been rather sceptical of coach tours but 
already it was becoming clear that with a friendly 
group of fellow Aussies and a most pleasant Tour 
Guide who treated us to nanaimo slices during the 
ferry crossing from Vancouver Island to mainland BC 
at Nanaimo Village, from which that delicious sweet 
takes its name, all would be well for the coming weeks. 
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Overnight stops into the Rockies included Whistler Village (the 
location for some events of the 2010 Winter Olympics), Bear 
Country Hearthstone Lodge at Sun Peaks (previously named Tod 
Mountain but renamed since “Tod = Death” in German) and then on 
to Jasper where we first heard some history of both the Canadian 
Pacific Railway (CPR) (commenced 1880) and the Canadian 
National Railway (CNR) (commenced in 1919), initially in parallel 
with the CPR but now sharing transport of goods.  En-route to 

Jasper we stopped off at Mt 
Robson, Canada’s highest 
peak at 3,954 m. 

The highlight of the following day was the drive via the 
Icefields Parkway to Columbia Icefields where we stopped 
for a conducted tour via bus and ice vehicle on to Athabasca 
Glacier.  It is perhaps surprising that these huge vehicles still 
transport tourists on to this glacier which is receding, like 
most of the World’s glaciers, at a most rapid rate.  From 

there we travelled to our next stop-over at the impressive Fairmount 
Chateau Lake Louise. 

Our next destination was to be the 
Caribou Hotel in Banff but stops en-
route included a view of and 
education on the famous Spiral 
Tunnel (a brilliant engineering 
solution to the steep grade on the 
CPR).  While in Banff we had time for 
a Gondola ride to the summit of 

Sulphur Mountain, for marvellous views of the surrounding valleys 
and snow-capped peaks.   

Banff was also the start of our return to Vancouver on “The Rocky Mountaineer”, with one overnight 
stop at Kamloops which literally means, the meeting of rivers, in this case the North and South 
Thompson.  Coincidentally, our overnight hotel in Kamloops just happened to be called The 
Thompson and after a full day of eating and drinking on “The Rocky Mountaineer”, a comfortable 
bed in The Thompson was most welcome. 

For the second day on “The Rocky Mountaineer”, while 
the constant eating and drinking continued, the scenery, 
particularly down the Fraser River Gorge was a real 
contrast to that of the previous day but none the less 
spectacular.  Again “food and drink a-plenty” as I wrote 
in a song which I composed on an invitation from our 
Rocky Mountaineer Hostess and which won the “Order 
of the Salmon.”  (The original “Order of the Salmon” 
Poem by that famous author, Anon., is quite a “good 
read”, so I have reproduced it below.)  The last few train miles on the outskirts of busy Vancouver 
were slow by comparison with the previous two days in the Rockies, but dinner for the evening 
consisted of “cheese and biscuits” after all the food on “The Rocky Mountaineer.”  

The following day was devoted to “seeing Vancouver”, courtesy of our Tour Guide, which included 
the city, Stanley Park, Lion’s Gate Bridge, (by the same design engineer of the Golden Gate Bridge 
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in San Francisco), and the First Nations Reserve, 
Capilano, where we learned the connection to Capilano 
Coffee in Australia. 

The following day was the first of our cruise aboard the 
“Star Princess.”  Given the size of the ship and the number 
of passengers, together with the need to again clear US 
Customs, it was not surprising that the embarkation took 
most of the day so that we finally “set sail” from Vancouver 
Harbour at 4:00 pm.  OH&S safety drill was the first formal 
“agenda item”, giving one complete confidence for the 
remainder of our cruise. 

Our first port of call after cruising for one day and then 
overnight along the Revillagigedo Channel was Ketchikan 
where we joined a group for a guided walk through the 
Alaskan Rainforest Sanctuary.  Over-night cruising 
followed and we docked at the Capital of Alaska, Juneau, 
the following morning.  Juneau is a rather quaint, “colonial-

like” city and it 
does seem 
strange that it 
really is the State Capital.  While doing a personal, self-
guided tour, we found the locals extremely friendly and 
very willing to tell us things about their city.  A special 
meal in Juneau is “Giant” crab, and the crab pot 
illustrates why.  Our afternoon was occupied with a Float 
Plane excursion over the glaciers which were quite 
spectacular.  

We departed Juneau at about 9:00 pm and sailed 
overnight towards Skagway, where we docked early the following 
morning.  Here we had booked on a day excursion on the White Pass and 
Yukon Railway for a trip into the mountains, following the Skagway River 
and the White Pass Summit.  One aspect of this railway (pictured) again 
reminded me of my possible ancestry in North 
America!  We disembarked from the train after 
crossing into BC, at Fraser and boarded our bus with 
Driver Tour Guide, Morgan, who really enlightened 
us on the history of the Klondike Gold Rush of 1898.  

Chicken lunch had been booked at Caribou Crossing at which there was also 
a Museum of taxidermed Alaskan wildlife and husky dog teams as well as a 
litter of six, one-month-old pups, much to Jill’s delight!. 

Overnight cruising followed and we 
awoke to find ourselves in the most 
picturesque Glacier Bay.  The bay 
includes several glaciers, with perhaps the most impressive 
being the John Hopkins, (pictured) one of the few advancing 
glaciers in the world.  The 360° rotation which was completed 
by the “Star Princess” captain so that all on board could view 
the glacier, to me was an engineering feat for such a large 

The Salmon Poem - Anon. 
 

I hesitate to be unkind, 

But the salmon has a one track mind. 

Once every season full of fire 

He swims upstream higher and higher. 
 

Up rocks and rills, up stream and hills 

Up high cascades, up glassy glades. 

Through canyon steep, through waters deep 

Up stones and rocks, up dams and locks. 
 

From day to night, from dark to light 

Until at last on one bright dawn – 

He gets there just in time to spawn. 
 

Now having done his salmon duty, 

And having wooed his salmon cutie, 

And weary from his trip uptown 

In quiet waters he will drown. 
 

Pondering with his dying bubble – 

Just why is sex so darn much trouble!! 
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vessel.   Meanwhile the sea birds went “quite crazy” as they literally 
gorged themselves on the fish stirred up by the rotation of the ship.  

Further overnight cruising followed and by morning we found 
ourselves in the Gulf of Alaska in perfect sunshine, ideal for the next 
significant feature, College Fjord, with a series of glaciers, followed 
by an early morning arrival in Whittier.   

From there we were re-united with our original Evergreen Tour group 
for the bus trip, via the Alaskan Wildlife Conservation Park, to Anchorage for an overnight Hotel 
stop.  The day following featured a stop at Happy Trails Kennels, where we were introduced to 
Marton Buser, a four-time winner of the Iditarod Trail 
which is an annual dog-sled race of over 1,000 miles.  
From there we travelled to our next overnight stop, Mount 
McKinley Wilderness Lodge which overlooks Mount 
McKinley (or perhaps more correctly, Denali (20,310 ft), 
to give Alaska’s highest the peak its authentic indigenous 
name.)   

The following day’s schedule took us into the Denali 
National Park with glorious views from Polychrome pass.  
From Denali, the tour proceeded to Fairbanks, with a 

Paddle Boat cruise 
along the Chena 
River and a visit to a 
First Nation Village 
where we were 
shown many of their 
crafts. 

Although the official 
tour concluded on the 
following morning, we had booked an 
“add-on” excursion, a twin-engine flight 
from Fairbanks to Coldfoot, followed by a 
bus trip to Wiseman (population 13), well 
above the Arctic Circle.  Here we were 
given a most enlightening presentation on 
all aspects of life in Northern Alaska by 
Mr. Jack Reakoff, including animals, the 
19th Century Gold Rush, aspects of 
hunting and living off the land, the growing 
of root vegetables in the 24hrs times three 
months of daylight, the physics of the 
Aurora, etc., etc.  (Aurora (or “Northern Lights”) (16th March, 
2016), picture courtesy of Mr. Jack Reakoff.)  

Of course all good things must come to an end so our final 
chapter was the “long haul” back to Melbourne from Fairbanks, 
via Seattle and Los Angeles – just over 34 hours of travel time 

since departing our hotel in Fairbanks. 

Trevor and Jill Finlayson 
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PLANNING FOR THE 2017 CROCKETT SHIELD – THE MISSION 

CONTINUES 

VCAUSA/SACUSA Planning Meeting – Penola 

As has become the accepted practice over Queen’s Birthday in the “even years” since 2012, 
members of the Committees of Management for both our Associations assembled in Penola on 
Friday, 10 June, 2016, for the joint planning meeting for Easter, 2017, including the next Crockett 
Shield.  Penola, being approximately mid-way between Melbourne and Adelaide and located most 
favourably in the Coonawarra District, is the perfect location for holding such an important meeting 
to resolve issues in relation to the Easter Event for the ensuing year.  Easter, 2017 will be hosted 
by SACUSA in Adelaide so it fell to the SACUSA Committee of Management to arrange this joint 
meeting. 

As we have come to expect, the arrangements made mostly by Lynton Donisthorpe  (SACUSA), 
had been completed with excellent attention to detail for accommodation at the Alexander Cameron 
Motel (named after the “Founding Father” of Penola) and a delightful Sunday lunch at Rymill Winery 
(pictured above).  The joint Meeting held on the Sunday morning at the Penola RSL Room, proved 
to be most productive.  Arrangements which had been made by the SACUSA Committee for Easter, 
2017, such as various accommodation options in Adelaide, the social events, possible venues for 
the Saturday Crockett Shield, etc., were openly discussed and it was very clear that the SACUSA 
Committee were well advanced with their planning for almost one year ahead.   

One most important matter of discussion concerned the playing conditions for the 2017 Crockett 
Shield.  These were finally resolved as follows: 

 13 per side (11 Bat and Field) 

 4-piece Red ball 

 Morning Session:  10:00 – 12:45 (165 minutes to bowl 40 overs) 

 Lunch:  12:45 - 13:15 

 Afternoon Session:  13:15 – 16:00  

 40 over per side (8 over maximum per bowler) 

 5 on Leg side maximum 

 No other fielding restrictions 

 1 short ball per over (over shoulder height) 

 1-day wides (but lenient e.g., 70 cm from middle stump on off and leg sides) 
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 Any full toss over waist height = No Ball 

 No Free Hit after a No Ball 

 Drinks at 20 overs 

 In the event of rain and loss of overs then a flat rate calculation can be made (Runs made 
divided by Overs faced).  Bowlers can bowl no more than 1/5th of the total overs remaining. 

 E.g. Side batting first makes 200 from 40 overs = 5 runs per over. 

 Side batting second needs 1 more run than 5 runs per over for the overs that they face to win 

the match.  Equal to 5 runs per over is a draw.  Less than 5 runs per over is a loss.   

 Minimum number of overs to constitute a match = 20 overs per side. 

 Theoretically we could lose 65 minutes to rain and still be able to bowl 40 overs (40 overs X 

2.5 minutes = 100 minutes).   

Not surprisingly, with the pleasant conditions 
surrounding us in the Coonawarra region, and 
the fact that wives and/or partners also had given 
up their weekend for what has become such an 
important event on our Association calendar, the 
rest of the time during the weekend was spent in 
most convivial exchanges amongst all involved, 
such as an evening dinner at Heywoods Royal 
Oak Hotel (at right).  Some also took time out to 
share their spirits with Australia’s only beatified 
lady, Mary McKillop, in the class room where she 
once taught (pictured below). 

It is clear that Easter 2017 will be very enjoyable for all who wish to be involved.  I encourage all 
members, and particularly those keen to participate in this most important Crockett Shield Match 
(the 39th since the beginning of the exchange in 1931, with the current summary of results reading 
VCAUSA – won 20 (including 2015), SACUSA – won 17, Drawn – 1), to consider marking 14 – 17 
April, 2017 in your diary, even at this early stage, and begin planning your trip to Adelaide.  There 
will of course be more on this event as the season progresses, including social cricket matches and 
cricket training. 

I should like to acknowledge Lynton Donisthorpe for the pictures which I have reproduced from our 
joint weekend in Penola.  

Ed.  
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 

Lillee -  Dennis Lillee (Headline Book Publishing, London, 2003) ISBN 0 7553 1231 7 

Dennis Lillee begins his autobiography by describing his routine before the first morning of the 
second Ashes Test at Lord’s in August, 1972.  He wants to be early off the bus to get a good spot 
in the rooms and last out on to the field.  He avoids talking to anyone at the hotel, on the bus or 
when passing the English team who are in the nets.  When Australia take the field, he measures out 
his 24 pace run.  His plan for the openers is simple, on a length moving away to the right-handed 
Boycott, or coming in to a left-hander to trap him Leg Before.  Lillee took 4/140 off 49 overs in the 
match with Bob Massie on debut taking 16/137.  The win ended Australia’s longest period without a 
victory against England of 11 Tests. 

Lillee grew up in Subiaco, Perth with weak ankles and had to wear corrective boots.  He fell over a 
lot and “…developed a funny walk.”  His father was a truck driver and the family lived in “…a 
weatherboard and asbestos council house… with a woodchip stove and …heater.”  His maternal 
Grandfather was a London Cockney boxing coach who would play cricket with the Lillees and teach 
Dennis about training through the pain barrier until you got your “second wind”.  In juniors Lillee tried 
to bowl as fast as he could but fell away on delivery so most balls were inswingers.  To improve he 
would take Don Bradman’s book, The Art of Cricket, into the backyard, prop it on a chair and practice 
his technique and grip as he read, 

At 16 Lillee joined Perth in the WA Pennant competition.  He impressed in the nets and played in 
the 2nds straight away.  After graduating to the 1sts, he made the Sheffield Shield team in 1969.  
For advice, Lillee would write to Ray Lindwall and his heroes also included Wes Hall and Fred 
Trueman.  In 1970 Lillee was picked for Australia A and shortly after for the 6th Test against England 
at Adelaide.  His first wicket was John Edrich, caught Stackpole for 130!  On Day 2 Lillee bowled 
with the wind and ended with 5/84 from 29 overs. 

In a chapter called “Tempers, Tantrums and an Aluminium Bat”, Lillee says he and a friend were 
running an indoor centre in Perth and thought a cricket version of baseball’s aluminium bat would 
be good for indoor, school, net practice and in under-privileged countries.  English bat makers 
wanted to buy the idea but only one thing was needed to make a fortune – publicity!  If it was good 
enough for Duncan Fearnley and Gray Nicholls to pay players to use a bat, then why not get total 
exposure in a Test match.  Lillee used it in Brisbane against the West Indies and no issue was taken 
when he made a “duck”.  However, at Perth against England in December, 1979, Mike Brearley 
complained that the bat damaged the ball.  The umpires told Lillee to change the bat but, when he 
walked off to get a willow bat, practical joker Rod Marsh insisted he keep using the “legal” clanging 
bat.  Captain Greg Chappell had other ideas – “…for the sake of good relations and the game itself.”  
Pity those ideals were forgotten when he instructed his brother to bowl underarm in February, 1981, 
at the MCG. 

Alan McCarthy 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 

The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2016-17, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 
 

Date Activity Notes 

Sunday, 18 September, 
1:00 pm 

SINS Homesglen TAFE 

Tuesday, 4 October, 7:30 
pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Alan McCarthy’s home 

Tuesday, 1 November, 
12:00 noon 

Cup Day BBQ Carlton CC, Princes Park 

Tuesday, 6 December, 
7:30 pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Venue TBC 

Tuesday, 10 January, 7:30 
pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Alan McCarthy’s home 

Tuesday, 14 February, 
7:30 pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Venue TBC 

Tuesday, 7 March, 7:30 pm VCAUSA CoM Meeting Venue TBC 

Friday, 14 – Monday, 17 
April, 2017  

VCAUSA/SACUSA Easter 
Event in Adelaide 

Including Crockett Shield Match, 
Saturday, 15 April, 2017 

 
 
 

An Ideal Gift for You or Your Friends 
 
The VCAUSA has recently purchased a stock of embroidered, new 
style, polo shirts.  Made from 100% lightweight polyester, they are now 
available for purchase in sizes S, M, L, XL and XXL.  The member cost 
is only $35.  Anyone interested should contact Glenn Cumming 
(glenn.cumming@gmail.com) while stocks are still available. 
 
 
 
Glenn also has stocks of the following VCAUSA memorabilia items: 
 
Association Ties: $25 
Association Caps $15 
VCAUSA Socks   $1.00 per pair 

(Black cotton socks with the VCAUSA logo embroidered in white on each sock). 

Cream Jumpers   $1.00 each 
(100% wool with the VCAUA/VCAUSA logo embroidered on the left breast) 

Chambray Shirts  $1.00 each 
 (100% cotton casual chambray shirts, long sleeved with the VCAUSA logo embroidered on pocket) 

“Well Aged” Vintage Port   $5/bottle 
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